My principal design in communicating the following series of cases is to bring forward proofs corroborative of the opinion advocated by many medical men, that puerperal fever is contagious when generated under certain circumstances; and, at the same time, to draw attention to the singular and intimate connec-
tion or association which that dreadful malady has with erysipelatous and phlebitic inflammation.
The distressing circumstances in which I have been lately placed by the occurrence of these cases convinced me of the propriety, nay, duty of communicating to the profession facts, which, while important in a pathological respect, may perhaps contribute in some degree to avert hazard from a most interesting class of patients, and at the same time preserve to the medical man that peace of mind and prosperity in practice which might otherwise be interrupted. While She did well until the morning of the third day, when a severe rigor occurred, followed by violent headach and febrile symptoms. This she attributed to seeing several people during the previous afternoon ; conversing with them so long as to produce considerable excitement; and to a night of much fatigue (the nurse having deserted her) with her child, which had been very fretful. The pulse from the first was soft, and ranged from 120 to 150; respiration rapid, sighing, and laborious, as the disease advanced; complexion sallow, with dark leaden-coloured areolae of the eyes; countenance expressive of much anxiety; eyes pellucid; tongue at first pale and rather cedematous, gra- dually becoming red at the tip and along the middle and edges, then successively dry, brown, purple, and moist; the forehead, which at first was severely pained, became easier as the abdominal symptoms were developed ; and the mind was much disquieted but never unhinged. On the fourth day diarrhoea took place, which continued throughout the illness ; and the abdomen, which was but slightly tender from the first, had a doughy feeling, then became tympanitic, and about twelve hours before death enor-79 mously distended, at which time also, vomiting of large quantities of dark green matter began and continued to the end.
On the day of the rigor the uterus was felt to be flabby and reaching nearly to the umbilicus; and on examination per vaginam, the os was wide open and the cervix puffy. Except for a few hours on the fifth day, the lochia was copious, but unusually dark and offensive. Milk was secreted abundantly, and the breasts went on enlarging until the sixth day, when they became shrivelled, and the secretion much diminished and creamy. 
